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Security checks in the area of Machol-lyong wera striet. Travelers along the
enat coast who eouvld ehow no documente were immediately susnect ns egpionage
agents and were srrested and lemrisoned. Any iraveler had difficuliy seoure
ing accommedatione for %he night, since households taking in strangers were
&lso suspect,

On the east coast from Pokchoneni (128-54, 40-28)(DV 9279) ¢o Wonsen, clvile
lane veras suffering from shortages of food, clothing, and medicines. Large
numbers wers forced to live in ecaves becouse so many houses had besn dee
sircyed and so many conscrinted by the North Korean and Chinese Comrnming
forces., Citizena were subjected %o compulsory labor wmd frequenily hai to
work in aress tem to fiftesn miles from hone. These demands left farmers
little time for vlanting their own erope; it was rumorsd that KiM Il=gong
had orderod North Yorsan farmers te nlant seeds at nigh%s There were few
hewepaperd in the area becmugo of shortage of newsprint and diffiodties of
transport, but residents vith rafioe 1istened to Tokyo hrozdcaste,

I% was rumored in Hemhong in mid-March that beceuse of lack of medicines and
care, 90 porcent of the troops affected with tyrhue in the Pyongesang (12-»18@,
38-25) area had heen left to die.

On the afternoon of 25 March, North Kereen troops three miles north of Tong-
duchon (12703, 37-56)(CT 2300) were forcing a group of S0 men, 200 women,
=md 70 children o fles nor¢hward with them.
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